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was born, the Bethlehem of the Moslems, and Medina, where
he lies buried.
Neither of these two oasis cities amounted to much early in
the seventh century when they became the centre of such stirring
events. Mohammed, who was responsible for their feme, was
born in 567 or 569, several months after the death of his fkther.
Soon afterwards his mother died too, and he was thereupon en-
trusted to the care of an impecunious grandfather. At an early
age he became a camel-driver and travelled all over Arabia with
the caravans who hired his services. He may even have crossed
the Red Sea, and there is a possibility that he visited Abyssinia,
which was then trying to turn Arabia into an African colony
(and having an easy time of it, as the different desert tribes
bated each other too cordially to be able to put up a concerted
fight).
At an uncertain age he married a widow. Her property allowed
him to give up his wandering life and open a little store of his
own, dealing in grain and camel-feed. Like many other people
suffering from epileptic fits, he had strange hallucinations when
in a state of semi-consciousness, and, like many other people
affected by that unpleasant ailment, he tried to console himself
for his unfortunate affliction by telling his neighbours that he
had gone into a trance in order to receive a revelation from God.
Not being a man of great originality of thought, he did not find
it easy to develop some definite and new system of religion of
his own. He vaguely talked about restoring the ancient faith of
Abraham and IshmacL For a time he even seems to have played
with the idea of adapting the Christian faith to the needs of his
wild neighbours, who would never have listened to anyone talk-
ing to them of meekness and asking them to turn the other cheek
to their enemies. In the end, and under the pressure of his
Mcccan neighbours, who laughed rather heartily at the vegetable-
vendor turned prophet, and who threatened his life when he began
to take himself a bit too seriously, he fled to Medina and there he
started upon his career as a preacher in all seriousness.
I cannot go into details about his doctrines. If you arc inter-
ested buy a Koran and try to read it, though you will find it heavy